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Ojo in the West

Conclusion

As a result of this questionnaire, a couple of themes have become
evident. One is that western Jodo Shu priests are direlv needed in more
locations around the United States. The allocation of funding by Jodo
Shu to train and support these western priests is crucial to the future
of Jodo Shu Buddhism in the west. Without the dedication of Jodo
Shu to make a concerted effort in the direction of globalization of the
teachings and practice illumined by Honen Shonin, then people like the
participants of this inquiry will remain left to the relative isolation of
their geographic locations. For the first 100 vears of Jodo Shu Buddhism
in the west, the approach to only assist Japanese American immigrants
has been greatly successful. However, in these rapidly changing times,
remaining an entity that is relevant to western society necessarily
requires an opening of the temple gates to welcome any and all even
remotely interested in receiving Honen's gift.

The other major theme that became apparent was the type of rituals
and the spiritual focus participants found to be critical to the application
of Jodo Shu Buddhism to westerners in the United States. It is clear
that western spiritual focus is more upon going for Birth and then
returning to this realm to aid others (vso-genso), and not in the least
about the worshiping of our ancestors. The monthly Special Nenbutsu
(betsuji-nenbutsu) ritual of extended nenbutsu practice is a very
important part of the life of many western Jodo Shu Buddhists, while
the memorial rituals have little to no significance in the least. Perhaps
the development of new rituals would best suit the needs of western
Jodo Shu Buddhists. My hope is that with the support and guidance of
the Jodo Shu, these issues will be addressed and the needs of western

Buddhists will finally be met.
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will be in English.” Rev. Yoshiharu Tomatsu offers an insightful

perspective on this subject:

Attempts have already been made both in Jodo Shu and in other
sects to modernize and to make more readily understandable
the rituals of funerals and memorial services. For example,
the sutras have been translated from classical Chinese into
contemporary Japanese. However, these innovations have not
struck an emotional chord with followers. It is my contention that
these rituals are transformed when formalization is replaced by
sincerity on the part of the temple, specifically the priest. What
seems to be the essential difference between a meaningful and an
empty ritual is not whether it has been modernized or not, but,
rather, whether the priest who performs it is truly sincere or
not. When a priest understands the meaning of the ritual himself,
can synchronize this understanding with performance of the
ritual, and then impart some of this meaning to the lay followers,
the ritual becomes what it was essentially created for - a deep
experience of the truth of the teachings. Unfortunately, this can
often not be the case these days. This is fundamentally due to
the outmoded and inappropriate methods of developing young
priests in Japan, as mentioned earlier. Without going further into
this complex issue, the cultivation of priests is a central concern
amongst all sects in Japan today. In conclusion, I would like to
put forth that well trained and committed priests would have
the depth and confidence to not only attend to the basic religious
needs of the people but to also develop new meaningful forms of

ritual as well as teachings that confront pressing modern issues.
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of hell, hungry ghosts and animals, the miseries of those who
are sunk therein will be mitigated, and when they have finished
their lives there, they too shall attain to perfect deliverance. It
says in the Meditation Sutra, “When those dwelling in the three
places of torment behold this light. they shall all obtain relief
therefrom, and, after ending their lives there, shall obtain perfect
deliverance.”
While, personally, I do believe memorial services may serve the
purpose of honoring the deceased and encouraging family members
to begin sincerely practicing nenbutsu, I would hope that the families
would not be confused as to where the deceased was during the forty-
nine day period of time. If they were led by the priest to believe that
the deceased was still in limbo on earth, then this would clearly be in
contradiction to the teachings of Pure Land Buddhism.
A final question to the participants was concerning whether deathbed
ceremonies, wakes, funerals and memorial services should be performed
in the language of the family members of the deceased or not. This
brought about a general consensus that they should be in the native
language. The participants expressed their opinions that in order to
be comforting to their family members, the language of the services
would necessarily have to be that of the family. Otherwise the family
members would not understand the meaning of the services and might
become more disturbed as a result. One alternate suggestion offered
was that some key prayers might be done in Japanese, with their
explanations offered in English. One participant pointed out that as
Buddhism had spread from India throughout Asia, much of the chanting
was translated into the languages of the host country. He said, "It is
only a question of time, before the same thing happens here in America.

Some day in this country, the priests will be American and the prayers
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“Regarding memorial services, since most of our ancestors who have
passed away did not intend to enter into Amida Buddha's Pure Land,
what kind of memorial services could we do for them that would best
respect their families own religious beliefs? Are memorial services
for our ancestors even necessary? Most were concerned about
maintaining respect for the religions of their ancestors, vet there was
mention that memorial services for those of our ancestors who were
not Buddhist need not take place in a Buddhist context. One participant
mentioned, "Certainly among converts, there is no need for memorial
services.” Another participant said, “We could do memorial services
that mention their (the familv's) faith, but ask that Amida Buddha
welcome them and have compassion on them."

In response to these comments I would like to quote what Honen once

had to say concerning funerals and memorial services:

.. vou ought therefore to say masses for vourselves while you
are still living. You should not depend on those who ought to
pray for you after you are gone, but exert yvourself to practice
the nenbutsu now, and so hasten on to the Land of Perfect
Bliss. Here you will attain the five supernatural faculties (gotsu,
Skt. pancabhijna) and the three kinds of knowledge (sanmyo,
Skt. trividya). with which you may be able to save all sentient
beings who wander through the four modes of birth and the six
transmigratory states, and with which also you may find out
where your parents, teachers and elders are now living, so as to
be able at will to come and welcome them to the Land of Bliss.
Then having so done, vou ought also to direct the benefits of
your daily nenbutsu repetitions to the souls of the dead. If you do,

Amida Buddha will illumine with his own light the three worlds
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Land without ever having embraced the dharma. The teaching of
bonbu is not supposed to be a cop-out on living an ethical and spiritual
life. It is more of a way to learn self-acceptance and self-forgiveness.
While Japanese Buddhist priests and their denominations are usually
blamed for spreading a type of “funeral Buddhism” (soshiki bukkyo)
where expensive kaimvo., funerals and memorial services are valued,
the followers also share responsibility for neglecting their spiritual
lives while they are alive and trying to make up for them at death.
This is an issue that may also extend to the nature of Birth, and what
would appear to be the more ethical notion of aso-gense as opposed to
a seemingly more selfish sense of the Pure Land as a place to enjoy
eternity with one's own ancestors.

This issue deeply concerned Rev. Shiio Benkyo (1876-1971), one of
the most important Jodo Shu priests of the last century. He was the
seventy-eighth abbot of the Zojo-ji Main Temple. and the founder of
the Co-existence Movement (kyvosei-kai). which centered on applving
Honen's teaching to daily human life for the betterment of society. Rev.
Benkyo was very much opposed to the practice of memorial services
precisely because he felt they do not conform to Jodo Shu teachings.
According to the Meditation Sutra, even the lowest level believer is
instantaneously Born into the Pure Land at death. He thereby called
into question the efficacy of seven-day memorials for forty-nine days.
Concerning the participants of the survey, they were unanimous that
Confucian ancestor worship, as found in Buddhist funeral traditions in
Japan, does not play any role in their lives. As one participant pointed
out, “Honoring of ancestors is important. but not in a way that I would
consider as being 'ancestor worship. I would recommend something
like a 'memorial day' where we remember them and speak of them, but

don't actually 'worship' them in any sense.” I asked the participants,
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in this survey, such a connection is important, and they clearly
expressed the desire to receive a kaimyo as soon as possible.

Recently, Jodo Shu has attempted to offer more often to western lay-
members this precepts ceremony (jukar-e) at which followers receive a
kaimyo. It was offered to nearly 100 people in Honolulu, Hawaii in 2006,
Prior to that it was offered to 410 people in Brazil in 2005. As there is a
growing number of very serious Jodo Shu students in the west, I hope
that their spiritual needs will continue to be met. Hopefully alternate
locations (like the temple in Los Angeles) may be added, and more
frequent jukai-e be offered.

When the average Japanese Jodo Shu parishioner passes away, the
priest will perform services and recite the nenbutsu for them. During
the pre-funeral service (makuragyo), the precepts and dharma name
are given to the deceased, very rarely before while they are still living,
During the funeral, a ritual called indo is performed. representing the
witnessing of Amida Buddha leading the deceased into the Pure Land.
As the participants offer incense, they bid farewell to the deceased.
These rituals after death are thought to insure the deceased's Birth
into the Pure Land. Yet it confuses the teaching that one must, while
still alive, sincerely dedicate one's self to the practice in order to attain
Birth. These customs appear to elevate the power of the priest to a
level above the practice itself. Many find this fact to be on one level
compassionate to the family who wants to insure the deceased is in the
Pure Land with the ancestors and will be waiting there for them when
thevy also pass.

Yet on another, quite disturbing level, it brings into question the actual
importance of one's daily practice, if the priest can come in after
death and insure Birth for the deceased. It also brings into question

the ethical nature of one's life in general if one can get into the Pure
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realms and also visit the realms where our deceased loved ones
have transmigrated.
While the ancestral aspect of Jodo Shu teachings are more mainstream
within Japan and the Japanese American temples, westerners tend to
be less interested in ancestor worship, and are more interested in the

oso-genso bodhisattva ideal.

The Function of Ritual at Death

In Japan, many people born into Jodo Shu families seem to not have a
very clear understanding of the teachings of and the nenbutsu practice
subscribed by Honen. For example, one important practice general to all
Japanese Buddhism is receiving a dharma name (kaimyo) at the time of
death. Receiving such a dharma name is a common practice throughout
the Buddhist world as part of confirming faith in the Buddha and
entering the dharma by receiving the lay precepts. Traditionally in
Jodo Shu, a dharma name (kaimyo) may be given during three different
times over a person's lifetime. The first is when the person takes the
lay-precepts (jukai-e). The second is if the person receives ordination
as a priest or nun (fokudo-shiki). And the final occasion would be at
the time of death, where if the person had already received a kaimyo
before, then the name would have additional posthumous titles added to
the name. In Japan, most people only participate in the third occasion,
gaining a dharma name at the time of death.

I asked the participants if receiving a dharma name (kaimyo) was
important to them. All agreed that it was. However, some mentioned
that receiving the kaimyo posthumously would be unimportant
and perhaps even unnecessary. Having a kaimyo offers a sense of
connection with the denomination, its teachings, practices, teachers and

congregation members. For new convert Buddhists, like the participants
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and widespread understanding, the Pure Land is a place to go and
reside forever with our previous loved ones.

In this context, I asked what the participants thought might happen
after the Pure Land experience had come to an end. Most agreed that
they would hope to go on to help all sentient beings. Yet one participant
stated that he would prefer to stay in the Pure Land forever in order
to “study and spiritually guide others back in the saha world.” Most
notable is the western Jodo Shu Buddhist's dedication to fulfilling the
bodhisattva ideal. Where awakening to buddhahood is the ultimate goal,
assisting others along the path is an incredibly important part of the
process.

Actually, Honen did not put emphasis upon oso-genso, because he was
concerned that practitioners might confuse it with samsara. However,
the following quotes from Honen's personal letters and his guidelines for

Birth in the Pure Land may offer different insight,

The real purpose is not only yvour personal salvation as Birth
in the Pure Land but also for people's salvation in the world.
Therefore, firstly, it is important for vou yourself to attain Birth
in the Pure Land in one of its higher realms so as to be able to
guide others as soon as possible,

After gaining Birth in the Pure Land and subsequently
enlightenment, as soon as possible by using your spiritual
powers, guide people regardless of their relation with vourself
and regardless of whether they believe or criticize the nenbutsu
teaching.

If we practice the nenbutsu sincerely, we will go to the Pure
Land as soon as we die and will attain enlightenment. Then we

can guide to the Pure Land, in our own way. the beings of the six

* 40 [BEEHIE



o in the West

one and the same, while another said that his parents “have already
decided in their own minds [even though he had explained differently]
that there is no difference between heaven and the Pure Land so they
won't have that kind of problem." Another two participants agreed that
their parents would respect their choice and beliefs and not have any
problem with it at all. Most interestingly, one of the participants wrote
the following: "They will hope that God will have mercy and see it only
as a phase in my life. I have been baptized and Christian for a long
time previously, and they would hope that would be sufficient for God's
judgment.”

I asked what the participants thought they might experience in the
Pure Land. It became clear that they had somewhat similar concepts in
this regard. Most agreed that the Pure Land was a place of “ultimate
bliss,” and a place where one may study and practice the dharma,
eventually awakening to perfect buddhahood. There was mention that
the Pure Land would be a blissful place with nothing te distract us from
the dharma. One of the participants said that he was not sure what life
in the Pure Land would be like, but “hopefully it won't last long, and we
can come back quickly to help alleviate the suffering of others.”

This brings up an important issue about what really happens in
the Pure Land. The classical teaching emphasizes it is a place from
which to become a buddha and gain final enlightenment (nirvana),
thereby forever ending rebirth into others realms (samsara) Another
interpretation which 1s found more strongly in the Jodo Shinshu rather
than the Jodo Shu teachings is the notion of going for Birth (oso)
and returning to this realm (genso) to aid others, as in the classical
Mahayana notion of the bodhisattva path. There is also the more
popular Japanese understanding of the Pure Land which conflates it

with the indigenous notion of an ancestral sprit realm. In this popular
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in the Meditation Sutra says that, "The person possessing the
Three Minds (sanjin) will assuredly attain Birth in the Pure
Land.” So we affirm that the nenbutsu repeated in this spirit
of sanjin at any time has the same value as if said in one's dying
hour and is of greater value than all the practice one could do
for a hundred years without it, for the passage explicitly says,

“assuredly.”

Birth (ojo) and the Afterlife

I asked the participants what they thought would happen to them at
the moment of death. Although one participant stated that he was not
entirely certain what happens at the moment of death, the others had
some definite ideas about what happens. The majority all agreed upon
the fact that they would be received into the Pure Land. One suggested
that Birth into the Pure Land might happen immediately, yet another
thought that, "Amida accompanied by Kannon and Seishi Bodhisattvas
[would arrive] and escort us to the Western Pure Land.”

I asked what type of experience one might have if sudden death were
to occur, and they had no time to recite the nenbutsu or even think
upon the Pure Land. Most agreed that Birth (0jo) is possible under such
circumstances, however, some felt that there may be karmic forces
at work that will determine their future rebirth in samsara or Birth
in the Pure Land. The issue of the importance of daily practice was
brought up again, and the power of Amida Buddha's Original Vow was
mentioned.

I asked the participants how their family members feel about them
having chosen to be Born into the Pure Land instead of being received
into a Judeo-Christian heaven. | found the many different answers.

One participant said he believes that heaven and the Pure Land are
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Land. The attaining of ojo through the help of one's religious
adviser, according to the Meditation Sutra, refers to those who
attain to one of the three grades of the lowest class in the Pure
Land. Those belonging to the lowest grade of the lowest class
did not practice the nenbutsu daily, nor did they have any special
intention of attaining ojo, but were sinners of the deepest dye,
who on their death-bed conferred with a religious teacher for
the first time. and reached ojo by some ten repetitions of the
nenbutsu. But those who have made up their minds to go to the
Pure Land by daily putting their trust in the power of Amida's
Original Vow, and calling upon that sacred name, which after
long ages of contemplation he determined to make efficacious for
all, will be welcomed to the Pure Land by the Buddha himself,
even though they do not have the advantage of a religious
adviser.
From this quote we can see that daily practice of nenbutsu is what
Honen recommends to insure Birth in the Pure Land at the end of life.
One never knows exactly when, or by what means, one will come to
the end of life. In the case of a sudden accident, the individual may
not have the opportunity to recite the nenbutsu. nor have a priest
immediately present. Honen rejected the concept that the final nenbutsu
was superior to the nenbutsu recited with the Three Minds (sanjin) at
anytime throughout one's life. He was clear that the nenbutsu offered
in sincerity at any moment within our daily life is of the same value to
that offered on the deathbed.
Now it is said that one repetition of the nenbutsu just at the hour
of one's death is worth more than all the practice in a long life of
a hundred vears. Is this because at that moment there is more

karmic efficacy than in all others? No. The point is that a passage
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very important subject for westerners, because the reality is that Jodo
Shu priests don't reside near many of them. Outside of Japan there are
only temples in a handful of places, such as Hawaii, Brazil. Los Angeles,
Chicago, Brisbane, Australia and Paris, France. The total number of
Jodo Shu ministers residing outside of Japan is twenty-eight, with more
than half of them residing within the State of Hawaii. Only two Jodo
Shu ministers reside on the entire North American continent, and nine
reside in South America. In this way, one of the participants said, "I
personally feel very alone in my Jodo Shu faith and wish for as much
help as possible from the Jodo Shu community.”

The majority of the participants are quite familiar with Honen's
teachings on nenbutsu practice. So when the question was asked as to
what level of importance nenbutsu practice would be to them at the
moment of death, everyone agreed that it is most important we practice
the nenbutsu as often as possible throughout our daily lives and also, if
possible, in the final moments of life. In this respect, they appear to be

in line with Honen's teachings on this matter;

Some say that even though one has been saving the nenbutsu, if
when one draws near the end of life, one is unable to converse
with their religious teacher (zenchishiki), it would be hard for
them to attain ojo. And again when one is very sick and one's
mind disturbed, it would be similarly hard. But according to Shan-
tao, when a person who has made up their mind to go to the
Pure Land repeats the nenbutsu, whether many times or few,
comes to die, Amida Buddha with his retinue does come forth
to meet them. So in the case of one who makes this their daily
practice, even if there is no religious teacher near when they are

on their deathbed, the Buddha will welcome them to the Pure
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In order to maintain the confidentiality of the subjects who participated
in this inquiry, no names, locations of residence, or ages will be
mentioned. What | can say is that three of the participants are male
and two are female. All are of adult age. To my knowledge none of
them have ever met in person, and private discussions regarding the
questionnaire had not taken place between the five participants prior
to the individual questionnaire submittals. 1 can also say that the five
participants live in different cities across the North American continent,
and are acquainted with one another only through the Jodo Shu

Research Institute's internet message board.

Preparing for Death

During the course of the questionnaire, [ asked the participants how
important they thought it would be to have a priest with them in the
weeks or davs leading up to death, at the moment of death, and for the
family after death. Many agreed that having a priest present would be
of significant benefit to them. However, there was some reservation
that the priests not say things to family members that might confuse
or disturb them, even if it is classical Buddha dharma. For example,
one participant was very clear that it wouldn't be helpful if the priest
ever said to the family members, “This life is temporary anyway. and
we shouldn't be attached.” ; or "All attachment leads to suffering.”
Since westerners are new to Buddhism, we must be careful in how we
use concepts that might be new or alien to them, especially in times of
crisis.

Regardless of whether a priest may be available and present during
the final stages of life or not, several of the participants mentioned that
daily practice is keyv to preparing for the confusion, anxiety and other

issues that might be present during the final moments of life. This is a
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Ojo in the West:
A Report on End of Life Issues in the United States of

America

By Clyde Whitworth

Since 1998 Clyde has served Jodo Shu in a number of capacities, first
acting as a volunteer at the Hawail Jodo Mission and working at the
interfaith. non-profit, volunteer organization Project Dana. In 2004,
Clvde took tokudo ordination from Jodo Shu at the Hawaii Mission.
He then lived in Tokyo from 2005-2007 training to become a minister
and working as a research staff at the Jodo Shu Research Institute
where he served on the International Relations translation team and
helped maintain the JSRI homepage. He also participated in most of the
activities of JSRI's Ojo and Death project. including giving presentations
at our public symposia in Kyoto in 2006 and in Calgary, Canada in 2007,
This paper is based on these presentations and the research he did for

this project.

In mid-July 2006 a nineteen-part questionnaire was given to five non-
Japanese Americans who had converted to Jodo Shu Buddhism. The
results of the inquiry are quite fascinating in that they very clearly
show the many different needs of a cross-section of Americans who
have converted to Jodo Shu Buddhism. The purpose of this paper is
to report their end of life needs, offer some insights into the teachings
of Honen and other Jodo Shu priests on these subjects, and highlight
certain issues specifically regarding ritualistic and priestly assistance

throughout the process of dving and into Birth (gjo).
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ascent to heaven, and the path of nirvana. This is the fifth great good.”

[Second Seroll; end of third section]

* Footnotes have been omitted at this time, pending revision.
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remorse and fear in succession. Not having practiced good, just when
confronted with the end do they feel remorse, but what use is it to
feel remorse afterwards? The five unfortunate paths between heaven
and earth become manifest, stretching broad and deep, vast and wide.
According to good and evil, does fortune and disaster follow, which
must be borne by oneself and no one can take their place. Such is the
principle of nature.

"According to what they practice, their offenses will pursue them
throughout their life, and cannot be rid of. Good people do good, and go
from happiness into happiness, from light into light. Evil people do evil,
and go from suffering into suffering, dark into dark. G. 190 Who is able
to know this? It is only the Buddha,® who explains the teaching and
discloses it, but there are few who believe. Birth and death continue
without rest, and there is no cessation of the unfortunate paths. Such
are the people of the mundane world that it is difficult to express in
particulars.

G. 191 "For this reason, they will naturally incur the
immeasurable pain and suffering of the three realms of defilement,
They will repeat the cycle of rebirth for aeons of succeeding lifetimes,
without any time of leave, and it is difficult to attain release. Their pain
cannot be expressed.

G. 192 "This is the {ifth great evil, the fifth pain, the fifth
burning. The pain and suffering is such as this, for instance like a great
fire burning a person's body. G. 193 Should people be able amidst this
to wholeheartedly set their minds, be upright in form and proper in
thought, their words and actions correspond, their deeds sincere, their
speech and words in accord, their hearts and mouth not differ, solely do
good. and not practice any of the host of evils, then those people alone

will be liberated, acquire merit and virtue, transcendence of this world,
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or respect, nor concern how they are regarded by others.” They are
self-complacent in their arrogance and cannot be admonished.”

“They do not care whether their six filial relations” and
dependents have the necessities or not, and take no pity on them. They
do not consider their obligation to their fathers and mothers, nor their
responsibilities to their friends and superiors. Their hearts are always
set on evil thoughts, their mouths on evil words, their bodies on evil
conduet, without one single goodness. They do not believe in the ancient
sages nor the scriptural dharma of the buddhas. They do not believe
that in following the path one can attain transcendence to the other
world. They do not believe that after death, their spirit will be reborn.
They do not believe that doing good begets good. and doing evil begets
evil. They are willing to kill an arhat and destroy the harmony of the
Buddhist community. They are willing to injure their parents, siblings,
and dependents. Their six filial relations loathe them and wish for their
death.

"Such as this are the people of the mundane world, all of the
same mind and intention. Though deluded and blind, they think they
are wise. They do not know whence they came before birth nor their
destiny after death. G. 188 They have neither a sense of benevolence
nor the proper order of things, and their evil goes against heaven and
earth. In spite of this, they hope for happy circumstances and wish for
long life, but death must come to meet them. Those with compassionate
feelings instruct and exhort them that they may contemplate good, and
disclose that life and death, and the fate of good and evil, is such by
nature, but they do not believe it. Regardless of pains taken to explain,
it has no effect on them. Their hearts are shut closed and their minds
are not open to understanding.

G. 189 “When the end of their life is imminent, they feel
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burning. The pain and suffering is such as this, for instance like a
great fire burning a person's body. G. 185 Should people be able amidst
this to wholeheartedly set their minds, be upright in form and proper
in conduct, solely do good, and not practice any of the host of evils,
then those people alone will be liberated, acquire merit and virtue.,
transcendence of this world, ascent to heaven, and the path of nirvana.

This is the fourth great good.”

[The Fifth Evil; T12n0360_p0277a01]

G. 186 The Buddha said, "This is the fifth evil. People of the
mundane world are slothful and indolent." They do not practice any
good whatsoever and shirk in their endeavors, so their household and
dependents suffer from hunger and cold. When exhorted to mend their
ways by their mother and father, their eyes bulge in anger. They ignore
what they are told and are defiant and insubordinate, so that it is like
a home of hostility and their parents do not recognize their child. They
take without regard to propriety, and become repugnant and loathsome
to people at large. They lack a sense of obligation, disregard their
responsibilities, and feel no need to make recompense. G. 187 They will
become poor and destitute, and unable to be restored.

"They plunder and appropriate the possessions of others.” and
then squander it away. It becomes habit for them to repeatedly gain by
these means, which they use to satisfy their appetites. They indulge in
wine and feast on delicacies, eating and drinking without limit. They do
as their hearts desire and become profligate. They are foolish bv nature
and quarrelsome. They are insensitive to other's feelings, and wish
to force their will on them. When they see people who are good, they

loathe them with hatred and envy. They have no sense of responsibility
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and commit evil without shame. They consider themselves strong and
robust, and expect others to prostrate themselves in fear. They are
not awed by heaven and earth, the gods and luminaries, or the sun and
moon. They do not practice any good whatsoever and are difficult to
subdue. They allow their own faults and lameness as reasonable, have
no sense of trepidation, and accept their own arrogance as normal.

G. 182 "Their many evils such as this are conscientiously
recorded by the celestial deities. Though they may rely on the vast
merit and virtue made in previous lives, and their few past good deeds
would serve to aid them, the evil they have done in the present life
will extinguish that merit and virtue. All the virtuous gods and spirits
will withdraw from them and they will be left alone standing in the
void, with nowhere to turn for support.” When their life ends, all their
accumulated evil acts will come back to them and naturally they will be
compelled by this to meet their fate.

“Moreover. their name will be registered, and the gods and
luminaries will remember it. Their offenses will draw them to their
fate. Naturally they will be unable to evade the punishment of their
offenses.” Rather, as a result of their previous conduct, they will be
burned in a fiery cauldron, broken in body and mind. and their spirit
will be subjected to pain and suffering. If at such time, they feel
remorse, what could they then do? Naturally the way of heaven will not
falter.”

G. 183 “For this reason, they will naturally incur the
immeasurable pain and suffering of the three realms of defilement.
They will repeat the cycle of rebirth for aeons of succeeding lifetimes,
without any time of leave, and it is difficult to attain release. Their pain
cannot be expressed.

G. 184 “This is the fourth great evil, the fourth pain, the fourth
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sanctions of the king's law.

G. 177 "Such evils as these become evident among humans
and spirits. Brought to light by the sun and moon, they are seen by the
gods and luminaries who make conscientious records. G, 178 For this
reason, they will naturally incur the immeasurable pain and suffering
of the three realms of defilement. They will repeat the cycle of rebirth
for aeons of succeeding lifetimes, without any time of leave, and it is
difficult to attain release. Their pain cannot be expressed.

G. 179 "This is the third great evil, the third pain, the third
burning. The pain and suffering is such as this, for instance like a
great fire burning a person's body. G. 180 Should people be able amidst
this to wholeheartedly set their minds, be upright in form and proper
in conduct, solely do good, and not practice any of the host of evils,
then those people alone will be liberated, acquire merit and virtue,
transcendence of this world, ascent to heaven, and the path of nirvana.

This is the third great good.”

[The Fourth Evil; T1Zn0360_p0276c08]

G. 181 The Buddha said, “This is the fourth evil. People of the
mundane world are not mindful of practicing good. They incite each
other to carry out together a host of evils. They are two-tongued,
bad-mouthed, reckless in their remarks, and fanciful in speech. They
disparage others and cause contention, hate and envy good people, and
ruin the sensible, at which they remain self-complacent.” They are not
filial to their parents, fail to respect their superiors, are not trusted
by their friends, and find it difficult to be genuine. They think most
highly of themselves and ascribe to their own logic. They throw their

weight around and look down on others. They have no self-awareness
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evils, then those people alone will be liberated, acquire merit and virtue,
transcendence of this world, ascent to heaven, and the path of nirvana.

This is the second great good.”

[The Third Evil; T12n0360_p0276b138]

G. 176 The Buddha said. "This is the third evil. People of the
mundane world are born relying on each other” and live together
between heaven and earth. The vears of one's life cannot be estimated.
Among the upper level are those with wisdom, longevity, nobility, and
wealth, and among the lower level are the poor, ignoble, feeble, and
foolish. Within this are those people without good, who are habitually
attached to evil and have only licentious thoughts, filling their breast
with anguish. They are disturbed by love and desire and cannot rest
whether seated or standing.

“Shackled by carnal desire only to long in vain for its
attainment, they gaze lewdly at those with delicate complexions, until
their indecent thoughts are externalized. They despise their wives, and
recklessly enter and depart in secret. Their household goods are lost.
and they do things against the law. They band together to form groups,
choose leaders, and attack each other. They go against the path by
assaulting, threatening, murdering, and plundering. Their evil thoughts
become overt and they no longer exert themselves in their endeavors.

“They take what they want to have and become ever more
entwined” in their desires. They frighten and bully to provide for
their wives and children.” They do as their hearts desire and make
themselves extremely comfortable. Moreover, regardless of whether
exalted or humble, their household and distant relatives are all caused

pain and suffering by this.” Furthermore, they have no fear of the
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nothing left to rely on. Alone they have arrived and alone they will
depart, with no one to accompany them. Good and bad, good fortune
or ill luck, follows them directing their place of rebirth, whether it will
be an enjoyable place or they will fall into suffering and pain. Naturally
afterwards, they feel remorse, but what could they then do?

G. 171 "People of the mundane world, their minds are deluded
and their wisdom lacking. Seeing the good, they despise and defame
it and do not think to yearn after it. They only wish to do evil, and
heedlessly do they go against the law.” Always harboring hearts of
avarice, they covet the gain of others, which they waste and squander
only to again seek out more. They with hearts of iniquity, who are
unrighteous, cringe before the countenance of others. They do not
foresee that this situation will lead to remorse.

G. 172 "In this world there appears the king's law and
incarceration, where one's fate is according to the offense, and
punishment is incurred. The cause of this is from a former life, when
the virtue of the path was not believed, and the roots of good not
practiced. Should now evil be repeated, the celestial deities will engrave
it, registering each name individually. When their life ends, and their
spirit departs, they will fall into the unfortunate paths. G. 173 For this
reason, they will naturally incur the immeasurable pain and suffering of
the three realms of defilement. They will repeat the cycle of rebirth for
aeons of succeeding lifetimes, without any time of leave, and it will be
difficult to attain release. Their pain cannot be expressed.

G. 174 "This is the second great evil, the second pain. the
second burning, The pain and suffering is such as this, for instance
like a great fire burning a person's body. G. 175 Should people be able
amidst this to wholeheartedly set their minds, be upright in form and

proper in conduct. solely do good, and not practice any of the host of
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members, husband and wife, they are all irresponsible and do not follow
the natural law. Extravagant and wanton, arrogant and selfish, they
desire all the pleasures. They give themselves up to their feelings and
self-indulgence, and moreover deceive and fool each other. Their mind
and mouth each differ and their speech and motives are not true. Their
flattery and obsequiousness is insincere, using clever speech to curry
favor. They are jealous of the wise and slander the good. and descend
into resentment and perversity.

G. 168 “When the ruler is not perceptive and relies on the
ministers, the ministers busy themselves with weaving deceit. They
trample the law to accomplish their affairs, aware of the opportunities.
When the ruler does not reign properly. he is deceived and loyalty and
devotion to him is heedlessly lost. The will of heaven is contravened.
The minister deceives the lord, the child deceives the parent. Older
and vounger siblings. husbands and wives, close and distant friends,
all deceive and betray each other. Each embraces greed and desire,
animosity and hatred, delusion and ignorance, profusely desiring only
for themselves, and greedily desiring in plenty. The exalted and humble,
lofty and lowly. are all naturally alike at heart.

G. 169 "Their home destroyed, their life lost, they do not look
to predecessors or descendents,” and both near and distant relatives
are ruined by this. There are times when members of the same groups
whether family, scholars, villagers, townspeople, unlettered commoners,
or rustics could turn to each other under such circumstances, but even
then they cause one another harm for the sake of gain, and become
angered and entangled in enmity." If they have any wealth, they
become parsimonious and are not in the least generous. They love their
treasures and it weighs on them to be poor. Their hearts are labored

and their body suffers. G. 170 In this way they reach the end, and have
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extremely deep and relentless. Entering these dark and dismal realms,
one is transferred to the next life and receives a body, and as in the
case of the king's law, suffers extreme punishment.

G. 164 "For this reason, they will naturally incur the
immeasurable pain and suffering of the three realms of defilement,’
which will be transferred to their person and their form adapted to the
ordained path. At which, they attain life, which may be long or short,
and their spirit and consciousness is naturally destined to this. One
must face this alone, only to be born together with one's adversary,
to once again retaliate against each other without end. Until this evil
karma" has been exhausted, they cannot separate from each other."
While in this cvcle, they cannot leave at any time. It is difficult to attain
release and their pain is indescribable.” Everywhere between heaven
and earth, this is natural. Although the response may not be immediate
or at once, according to the path of good or evil, it will return to meet
them.

G. 165 "This is the first great evil, the first pain, the first
burning. The pain and suffering is such as this, for instance like a
great fire burning a person's body. G, 166 Should people be able amidst
this to wholeheartedly set their minds, be upright in form and proper
in conduct, solely do good, and not practice any of the host of evils,
then those people alone will be liberated, acquire merit and virtue,
transcendence of this world, ascent to heaven, and the path of nirvana.

This is the first great good.”

[The Second Evil; T12n0360_p0276a19]

G. 167 The Buddha said, "This is the second evil. People of

the mundane world, parent and child, older and vounger sibling, family
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acquire merit and virtue, transcendence of this world, longevity, and the
path of nirvana.”

G. 161 The Buddha said, “What are these five evils, five pains,
and five burnings? How do you eliminate the five evils, maintain the
good acts, acquire merit and virtue, transcendence of this world,

longevity, and the path of nirvana?”

[The First Evil; T12n0360_p0275¢27]

G. 162 The Buddha said, "This is the first evil. The celestial
deities. humans. and even species that crawl on the ground like to
commit a host of evils. There are none who are otherwise. The strong
oppress the weak. They turn upon each other inflicting harm. They
cause murder and injury, biting and devouring each other. They do not
know how to practice good, are grievous in their evil, and without the
path, and afterwards they incur the retribution that is their natural
destiny. The celestial luminaries keep conscientious records and do
not pardon their transgressions.” For that reason, there are those who
suffer poverty, lowly stature, begging for food. abandonment, deaf,
mute, and blindness, delusion, perversity, in addition to conditions
of hunchback, madness, and idiocy.” There are also those who have
nobility, wealth, talent, and brilliance, because they all were in previous
lives filial and compassionate, practiced good, and accumulated virtue.

G. 163 "In the mundane world, it is the customary way to have
the king's law and incarceration. They who have no sense of trepidation
and prudence, commit offenses leading to punishment, and incur their
retribution. Even should one hope to be liberated, it is difficult to attain
pardon and be released. This is the circumstances of the mundane

world seen right before the eyes. When life ends, the afterworld is
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(Skt. Larger Sukhavativyuha Satra)
(Ch. Wuliangshou jing)
(Jp. Muryaju kyo)

Transiated by Karen Mack from the Jodoshi sacred text version of the
Chinese The Buddha of Immeasurable Life Sutra (The Larger Sutra)

according to fapanese Interpretation

Translated in the Cao-Weil dynasty by the

Tripitaka Master Samghavarman from India
[Second Scroll; third section]
[The Five Evils; T12n0360_p0275¢17|

G. 160 The Buddha said to Maitreya, "Should you and others be
able in this world to be upright in mind and correct in thought, and not
practice any of the host of evils, then this would indeed be the utmost
virtue." In the worlds of the ten directions, this is without compare.
Why is this? In the many Buddha lands, the groups of celestial deities
and humans naturally perform good and do not commit any great evil;
it is easy for them to be edified.” Now [ have become a buddha in this
world, a place of the five evils,' the five resultant pains. and the five
burnings, which makes it extremely difficult.’ I instruct and transform
the many living beings, enabling them to discard the five evils, part
from the five pains, and withdraw from the five burnings. I subdue and

transform their thoughts, enabling them to maintain the five good acts,
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